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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To restrict the copying of digital signals 
transmitted in a packet mode. 

CONSTITUTION: In the recording and reproducing part 
13 of a first digital VTR 1, a video tape is set, in 
which information for protection against copying 
indicating kinds of protection against copying such as 
the limitation of the number of times for copying and 
parameters such as the availability of the number of 
times for copying is recorded, in a predetermined 
position. By the first digital VTR 1, reproduced digital 
video signals and digital audio signals are converted 
into the packet mode, added with a protection bit group, 
and transmitted to a second digital VTR 2. By the second 
digital VTR 2, the protection bit group is detected, and 
if the availability for copying is indicated, the 
copying of digital video signals, etc., is performed. 
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